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Upcoming events

e Feb 6 - CUC Sharing the
Faith Service

e Feb 21 - Family Day

e Feb 13 - Ashley's Farewell
Service

rReminders

e Ashley's last day is Feb 28th,
2022

e From March to June these mail
outs will continue to be sent
out by the family ministry
team

e You can still connect about
CYRE questions or topics
through the email

dre@beaconunitarian.org
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February 2022

what's Ahead

By: Ashley Cole ﬁ

Hello everyone,

This month we explore the second source, that our
Unitarian Universalism beliefs come from wise people of
long ago and today whose lives remind us to be kind and
fair.

The last couple years have presented us with intense
amounts of change. Unprecedented times are now more
common than we would like. Instead of looking to move
back to ‘precedented times’ we now look at how to
manage and live within the unprecedented. This is true
both in our world and at Beacon. As Beacon begins to
explore what's next for the religious exploration programs
It takes courage to look to the future and plan for the
better. The second source invites us to reflect on those
who came before us, and invite us to continue the work
that needs doing. What do we envision for our future and
what do we need to get there?

As my final month with Beacon | think these are very
exciting questions that can guide us into the 'what's next’
or even the 'what now' context we find ourselves in. I'm
wishing you all the best as you explore whatever answers
may already be blooming for you.

In gratitude for all our time together,
Ashley Cole



February Theme - 2nd Source

Head

Read the attached story Augusta Jane Chapins Call To Ministry
https.//www.uua.org/ re/ tapestry/ children/grace/ session// chapins.
After you have read it, discuss with your family what do you think it means to
be "called"”? Who or what "calls”" you? (Is it love/empathy/God/community?)
Is there anything in your life you feel "called” to do? If so what is it?

Heart

Colour in the attached drawing and reflect on what courage means to you.
How do you show courage in your life? Are there people in your life who you
think are courageous? Why?

If you practice lighting a chalice, use these words by Erika A. Hewitt's
Bold and Courageous Together

With full hearts,

we affirm our relationships with one another;

we recognize our agency and our connective power,

and we accept our responsibility to be bold and courageous.

Hands

Draw it Out What does courage look like? Draw a picture of courage in action
and title your picture by completing this sentence, "Courage Is...".

Be Courageous! Consider how you might demonstrate courage and then do
those things! Is it saying hello to a neighbour, standing up for a friend at
school, being honest about something you were afraid to be honest about?
Talk with your family about what this might look like for you.



https://www.uua.org/offices/people/erika-hewitt

Tapestry of Faith (https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry) : Amazing Grace
(https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/grace) : A Program about Exploring Right and Wrong for Grade 6

Augusta Jane Chapins Call To Ministry

Part of Amazing Grace (https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/grace)
By Polly Peterson (https://www.uua.org/offices/people/polly-peterson)

Back in 1836, when Augusta Jane Chapin was born, women rarely spoke in public. Most
Americans considered it highly improper, especially if men were present. The idea of a
woman minister was simply unthinkable to conventional minds of the time. Yet, by the age
of seventeen, Augusta Chapin knew that she would preach—and ten years later she became

one of America's first ordained women ministers.

Augusta Chapin began life as a precocious child, eager to learn. Her father was proud of her
abilities and allowed her to go to school from the time she was three years old. By age
fourteen, she was a schoolteacher herself. Very few colleges accepted women at that time,
but Augusta's hopes for a college education came true at the age of sixteen. She gained

admittance to Olivet College, which was affiliated with the Congregational church.

Augusta had learned bible verses in Sunday school while growing up in Michigan, but she
first began learning about religious doctrine in college. The Calvinist notion of eternal
punishment troubled her greatly. As she studied and thought, she concluded that a loving
God would never choose a few individuals to save, while condemning the rest for eternity.
She became convinced that the ideas of Universalism were right and true. That realization
set the course of her unusual life's journey. "I have no recollection of ever considering the
question of whether I would preach or not," she told a biographer thirty years later. "I never

deliberately chose the profession of ministry; from the moment I believed in Universalism, it



was a matter of course that [ was to preach it. [ never questioned as to how I came by this
purpose, nor did it ever seem in the least strange that I should preach, nor had I any real
conception of how my course must appear to my friends and the world until I had been more

than ten years in the active work."

Since there was no clear path for a woman who wanted to preach, Augusta Chapin had to
find her own way. After taking courses at Olivet College and at Michigan Female College,
she became a school principal and then a teacher of Greek, Latin, French, German, higher
mathematics, oil painting, and drawing. Meanwhile, she prepared herself for her true calling
—the ministry. In 1859, Chapin preached her first sermon at Portland, Michigan. In
December of 1863, after she had been preaching for more than three years, she was ordained
to the Universalist ministry. At the time, there were only a handful of women in the ministry,
and, of those few, three were Universalists: Lydia Jenkins, Olympia Brown, and Augusta

Jane Chapin.

Chapin's work as a Universalist minister took her to many different towns and cities
throughout the United States. She actively promoted the cause of women's rights. She was a
founding member of the Association for the Advancement of Women, and she spoke at the
first Women's Congress held in New York City in 1873. Her speech was an eloquent defense
of women as ministers. Some critics dismissed woman preachers as an experiment—and one
that was doomed to fail. In response, Chapin said: "My own experience, extending through
fifteen years of uninterrupted pulpit and parish work; years of work in the rural villages and
neighborhoods of the West; years of work as a settled pastor in a large and growing parish;
personal acquaintance with hundreds of parishes east and west in a dozen different States of
the Union; all this, together with years of study in college as a direct preparation for the
work, has not led me to feel that it is at all an experiment. When I see as many of the wise,
powerful and good, and as many of the poor and needy crowding to hear the glad tidings
from the lips of my sister as from those of my brother; when I see as many converts bow at
the one altar as at the other; when I see churches reared, debts paid, and all good works
going on and prospering through the blessing of God, in her hands as in his, and this through
a succession of years in the same parish, it does not seem an experiment, nor do the people

blessed by such ministry so regard it."



During her career of more than forty years, Augusta Jane Chapin never regretted responding
to the call. She never stopped learning, teaching, and preaching. Her unwavering confidence
helped lead the way for dozens of other women who heard the call to become ministers and
answered it. Augusta Chapin was living proof that a woman in the role of minister could be

as capable as any man. Her successful career shone as a beacon to light the way for others.

PREVIOUS: Taking It Home UP: Session 7: The Second U NEXT: Handout 1: Unitarian Universalist

(https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/childr  (https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/  Principles

en/grace/session7/115324.shtml) children/grace/session7) (https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/grace/
session7/115332.shtml)

Download all of Amazing Grace (Word) (https://www.uua.org/files/2021-

10/amazing_grace.doc) to edit and print.

About the Author

Polly Peterson (https://www.uua.org/offices/people/polly-peterson)
Polly Peterson is the author of
http://www.uua.org/religiouseducation/curricula/tapestryfaith/index
.sht
(http://www.uua.org/religiouseducation/curricula/tapestryfaith/inde
x.sht) ... of Faith curriculum. She is a member of First Parish in

Concord, Massachusetts.

For more information contact religiouseducation@uua.org.






